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of the late | EE 5 
Mr, Corman of Haſſewere's Will, 


Writkes'" in November I 748. 


| FILLIAM COBDEN, the Father 
of the Perſon whoſe Will I am ſpeak: 
Th.  inghiok; was, by Extraftion, a Gentle: 
than, being deſcended from” the antient Family 
of' the' Cob4tns, of Weſt-Dean in Suſſex, where 
tis Anceſtors' hatebeeh poſſeſs'd' of a confider- 
able" Eſtare" for riidny” Cerituries, as" Tradition' 
 g0es;" froth William the Conqueror. He was ap- P 
prenticet to a Taiiner at' Midbur# : Not long* 
= he was freed from his Maſter, he married” 
Mis.” Catherine Futr, of the fame Place ; re- 
moved'to' OR4s "a  Siufry,” where he ſet up} 
his" Trade; 'ptirchaſed” a Houſe and Land, and 
cofititiued bs Retnainder of his'Days { He lived * 
in good" Credit 'and Reputation: He might be” 
_ ſaid; inhis'way of 'Life, to'be in good Circum- 
ſtances": His'Stock was'diſencumbered ; which, 
as he had Two Tan-Yards, could not be wdaed 
at lefs Value than One thouſand Pounds ; what 


[2] 
he had in Land, Hopſes, and ready Money, we 
' may ſuppoſe might be equal | to-it; T'wo thous 
farid” Pounds, Tam perſuaded, was the leaſt of 
what he might be worth, He had Two Sons, - 
William and Edward,” "The: Mother died in 
Child*bed with the. young ger,, leaving a, fair 
Chatatter! behind her. He ſome time after. mar- 
ried a very pious and religious Woman, ſuitable 
fo him in Fortune and all other Reſpets, who 
| having no Iffue, proved an exceeding good 
Mother-in- Law. I have heard Edward, whom 
| ſhe loved as a natural Parent, enlarge, much in 
= | Her Commendation, and ſpeak of her with great 
Aﬀe&tion and Tendernefs, as he had ſufficient 
Reaſon. The Father departed this Life, May 1, 
1722, leaving his Two Sons,-all his Iffue, a rare 
Felicity at the. Age, of 70, in full Health ,and: 
Strength, and in 2 fair way of thriving in: the. 
World... As William was his. eldeſt Son, bred. 
up | to his own Buſineſs, and lived conſtantly with . 
him, he made him Heir to all his Houſes, Lands,: 
and Perſonal Eſtate, bequeathing only a SOIney; 
of 200). to Edward. Þ 
"(a ) Edward, the younger, Was: -bred, a FF al 
at the Age of 12 or 13 ſent to Winchefter Col: 
legez in a little time placed. upon that Foun: . 
dation, not inferior to any,in Piety and Learning | 
where he continued till he was ſuperannuate, ac- 
cording. to the Cuſtom of, that, Place, /at,19. 
| Tp being a great. Number of Superannaages.. 
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wha Year, and he EP, IIa: Patron, vos was 
not much. diſappointed, i in, not facceeding, ito 
New College. He: was then entered a. Cor 
moner in Trinzty College in Oxford, one, of ; 
cheapeſt and eaſieſt in that Vniverſity,; For. 
have heard him, ſay, his Expences did not EX>_ 
_ cbed 4ol. per Annum, and that he never deſired 
a' greater Allowance, _ 
The Father, at his Death, i William his | 
Heir, as we have already mentioned, _bequeaths 
ing, by his Will, a Legacy of 200l. to, his 
younger Son. William often acknowleged. to 
his Brother that there was ſuch a Will, and ſuch, 
a Legacy left to.him ; but it does 1 not appear 
he ever proved the Will at any. Office, noridid. 
he ever pay One Penny of the Legacy. When 
the Brother preſſed him to the Payment of it, 
he abſolutely refuled it, and told. him, | he had 
received his Inheritance 1 in his Education. | "The 
Brother petceiving, .if he compelled | him to it, , 
it would greatly exaſperate him, choſe rather to. 
acquieſce under the Loſs, than make a public 
Breach between them. The Executrix, his 
Widow, now fays, there is no ſuch Will to be. 
| Found © Bur, if there be no Will, the Brother 
is undoubredly entitled to a Moiety of the F a> 
ther's Perfonal Eſtate when he died. es 0 
| - The Mother-in-Law died November 1 10, 172 3s. 
above a Year after the Death of her Huſband ; 
and, by a Will which ſhe made in her Life- 
time e {which ſhe was authorized to do by the 
A'S:; Marriage- 
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Marriage-Articles), ſhe lett Edward joint Exe-. 


cutor with bis. Brocher t to ſome little Farms. ſhe. 
was palſeſſed. of, to the Value. of 1 near 18-4, ger- 
Annum, with a Legacy of $01, " William .tc 


 Poſteſſion of, all, BY fed” the Will and the. . 
Truft from his Brother, only pad him, the 80]. 


and” told him" that- was all he was entitled | to. 
William received the Income of it all his Life, 


fold, ſeveral Hundred Pounds: worth of. Timber 
which" grew thereon, without | accounting one- 
Fuiting to Edward, who, kept in Ignorance. 
of KOWitl, took his Brother's Word for the 
Contents; and never. gave himſelf. any further 


Trouble. pak 
William undoubredly intended, while he retain- 


ed his Senſes, to make his Brother his Heir, and. 
leave him ſomething conſiderable at laſt ; other- 


wiſe one muſt conceive a. ſhocking Opinion of 
him; who could not, but be conſcious to him- 


ſelf how much he had injured his Brother in the- 
two Articles of his Father” s.and Mother's Will, 
If he had no Thought, of "doing Juſtice, and 
making him ſome Amends in the End, 


But, whatever reaſonable ExpeRations Edward. 


: right _ have. of being. repaid. at laſt, whatever 


juſt. Intentions' of. a future Reſtitution. Yilliam 
might entertain, they were all defeated by Wil. 
liam's marrying, a. ſhrewd, notable Woman, 
who, with a ſpecious Shew, ,of SanQtity, con- 
ſidered the Value of Money, was acquainted . 
with all the Arts, and ſcrupkd_n 9, Difficulties to;. 


attain 
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TY it ; who "had White led | one "ola Nas 'be- 
fore” to the Triproverdene of her Fortune, ang 
came now to a fecond Conguett, with all her En- 
gines of \ War ready, Either to undermine or r ſtorm 
a Perfon, who Wis, OTE Os main, "of a good-natured 
yielding Temper ih all other Things but where 
"his Pocket was concerned ; ; and . whoſe only 
Fault, I am perſuaded, was his Covcroulnels. 
: As they were both pretty far ad vanced |; in Years, 
and both of | a penurious T mper, it is not _un- 
likely. but they came together with a Proſ pet of 
making the moſt of each other. As to her 
Part, though the Marriage-Articles ; are a Secret 
to. me, I atn pretty well aſſured ſhe ſecured all 
'her own Fortune, with an ample. Settlement for 
Life, of what Eſtate was in his Power, before 
the nuptial Ceremony was perforined : Bur asan 
Agreement in ſach a ſordid Principle | 1s not. like 
to produce any great Harmony in the matrimo- | 
 nial State, unleſs where the Bed is attended with 
Fraitfulneſs,. which, is the only Cement in ſuch 
Caſes ; ſo when they found there was no Proſpi pect 
of Iſſue, and that both drew different Ways yi 
their own private Advantage and their ſeparate 
. Relations, they grew indifferent to each other, 
_ though they carried it with Decency enough be- 
fore Strangers. Her Huſband. firmly maintain- 
| ed his Ground for ſome time, would not give 
Way to her Arts and Importunities while his. 
Health. continued, and he enjoyed the Uſe of 
. his Underſtanding : But it pleaſed God, four or 
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five Years. belore his Death, that he was "TY 
denly a feed with a _paralitic, Stroke, which at 
once weakened his Body and impaired his. Mind,; 
ie he was not ſo diſabled as to be rendered quite 
nca pable of Buſineſs, or yet to, yield to her en- 
croach hing g Defires. _ Diſorder Rill gaining 
'grou d 5 ug him, ſome time after he was not 
Ke to be truſted without a Guide ; . and, when he 


went out alone, would frequently fall down inthe. 


"Streets, - an unhappy SpeQacle to thoſe about 


dim. P "The Phyficians adviſed. him to travel to 


Bath, which, though probably the moſt likely 


Mahoa to relieve him, appeared to him ſo ex- 
penſlive a Scheme, that he had no Heart to 
undertake it. It was then judged neceſſary that 


2a Bliſter ſhould be applied to his Head : This he 


ſubmitted to; but, whether by an unſkilfyl 
Managementi in the Application, or for Want of 
obſerving ftridtly | the Orders of the Phyſician, : 8 
Know not, but after this he ſo viſibly and ſud- 
denly declined, that he. grew unfit for every 
"I Bufineſsin Life, except the making a very 
Intricare and important Will, His Wife under- 
took. the Management of his Buſineſs in the 
Yard, and a Draper, | that lived Juſt by, took 
care of his Letters and Accounts, for he was in- 
Ca able of either z and he ſunk more and more 
in fis' Strepgrh and Underſtanding, till the Sea- 
ſon of his implicit Compliance | to, the DiQtates of 
; his Governeſs came, and he was no more under 
his' own Dire&ion than | a Child, About half a 

atahentes | 
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Year after" this, the. Tn & En Da "not 


negledted for the Execution of this EXtraor Pgary 
Wil: And he; who could. not pay y, Ten Shi 
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lings without being impoſed. oN,., W vhich was 2 


Complaint ſhe herfelf would frequently m ake at 
that Time, was thought capable of difpoling, of 
ſeveral * houfand Pounds. By this Will the 
Widow is not only to enjoy All his Eſtate for her 
Life, (except the Land of the Mother-in-Law, 
of which ſome Account has been, given before) 
but all his Ready-Money and Perſonal Stock. is 
immediately | given to her, and ſeveral Purchaſes 
he made himſelf are intirely in her Diſpoſal. Bur 
it does. not ſtop here. There was a little F arm, 
which goes by the Name of Od Haſlemere, 
yhich. the Father purchaſed ſoon after. he came 
into theſe Parts, which | he enjoyed for his Life, 
and tranſmitted to his ſon William, who, enjoyed 
it likewiſe far his Term of Years, This little 
Parrimony, which reminds me too much of Na- 
both's Vineyard, one would have thought, might 
have eſcaped her rapacious Hands, and Edward 
might have. ſucceeded to it as the Inheritance of 
his Father : But even this is left ntirely i in her 
Power, and. taken from his own FE; pmily, for 
Ever. 
But, the moſt i iniquitous Article j is Int behind : Y 
I think it may be ſtiled A Maſter-Piece of 
Craft, and what Wreathock and all. that Claſs 
could hardly exceed. The Plot. is ſomewhat 
_ iptricate and myſterious, too much ſo for a Per- 
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wo X.the loweſt Ebb of Regſon, and what wo- 


may ,he confident. he did not' and- could. not 
comprehend. 1 hall endeavour to, unravel | it 3s 
We{i AS I.can. About ſeven or eight ? Years "2 
there. was an Eſtate icalled- the. Holf-Moon, 
Haſtemere, valued at 58 /. per Annum, to be fold, 
Willi liam ſept his Brother Word of its. aGuring 
hio it It was. well worth the Money, and deſiring 
him to purchaſe it. Edward had no ] iclina- 
tion, to purchaie any. thing at ſuch a Diſtance as 
ſhould, beyond his Care :  Howeyer, willing 
If) gratify, his Brother 8s far as he. could, be- 
cauſe! he thought | it might give him more | Credit 
and Intereſt | in the Town, re lied, that he could 
not. conveniently purchaſe he Whole ; $. bur, if 
he defired it, he would go Halves, od be a 
Joint Purchaſer with BM rovided he had 1 no- 
thing to do.in the Care Yr Magagement | of i It, 
The Condition? Was accepted, 2 and the. Purchaſe 
made ; ; and 5281. of Eqgwards s Money, which 
Was his Moiety, was tranſmitted to his. rather. 
Willom takes Poſſpſſion, and. puts. in-a Tenant, 
The: Repairs of the Buildings devoured moſt 


Part of the Rent for ſorpe \ Years. The Tepant, 


in two or three Years, haying pillaged and im- 
| poveriſhed the Land, leaves it ; and no one 


equld eaſily be procured tg. ſucceed him. About 
a. third Part of the Value was now ſunk} and. 
324. per Amun was the ugmoſt 1 that was offer 

for the Land.” When the Wife ſay, Things i in 


| this Ecluing Condition, a and the critical Time 
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| complyi in every Thiog vich-her Difates, | by the 
Aſſiſtance of an Attorney: there (for, T am' Uo 
Hed, the Scheme was too intricate for-her Cog.” 
triyance), ſheperſuades her Huſband to leave' the 
whole -Purehaſe, as a Legacy, to Edward, 
charged with a Mortgage 'of 5000. to be*paid' 
to her ; by which means he has the Ea 
brance of it upon him, which he delired to avoid, 
and will be a Loſer about 490. ip a Purchaſe” 
which he concurred in purely to gratify his Bro- 
ther. Edward was himſelf inclined" not f0-ac- 
cept of the Legacy, and intitely 20 reje&t. the” 
| Will, and have nothing to do with it: But, & 
| avoid all Diſputes and Difficulties, he "was KY 
viſed to get a Purchaſer for it, and ſo clear his 
Hands of it as ſoon as he could, that he might - 
haye no Dealings with a "Woman who had 'fo- 
oa impoſed upon him.” As Heir at Law he' 
is impoyered to' ſell the Eftate, if the Will / 
ſhould not ftand ; and, (if the Will ſhould' be” 
allowed, he' is intitled to it by that. A' Pur- 
Chaſer was found, -and' it was agreed 'toibe fold 
far 1009). the moſt that could be got” for ir. 
The Writings were ſent for, which were in her - 
Hands, and Enquiry 'was made of what' was © 
due-upon the Mortgage: When la! a Dematitt 
1s- made of the Intereſt of the goo]. not only 
fince Wiltian's Death, but for the Tioie he 
vas in Poſſeſſion of it, and/all the Stock 'and 
Ferloual Eftate which he: left behind him; is. 


par- 


partiedlarly exempted by "the will from the 
"Payment 'of ir, thar no'Dermand' may 'be made 
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upon- her, as Executrix; for it.” So "cautiouſly 


| had! ſhe fenced againſt Juſtice." This Article 


was ſo' myſterious: a Stratagem, that William 
could hardly have comprehended” it; had 'his 


Judgment beenat beſt, much lefs in that obſcure 
\Ewilight- of his "Underſtandingz and fo inju- 
xious' to his only: Brother, who had complied 
. with him in every Inſtance, that it' cannot be 


he-would have conſented to it; had he 


know! what he did. \ Had Zdward'at firlt ſeen 


10 the Bottom of*it,' and that ſuch a Length of 


Arrears was: ſaddled upon him,” he "would have 
rejefted the whole Will with EIndignation. ' XY 


believe we may appeal to the Judgment of 


every Man of common; Senſe and common Ho- 


neſty . concerning it, -It- appears, indeed, fuch 


a Milſtone..about. the:Neck of the Will, as is 
_ enovgh to ſink. it for ever. Had he bequeathed 
Edward the. 7281, which was his Moiety i in 'the 


Purchaſe, ; and given. all he could -beſides from 


him,..and not involved him in any Concern 
with his charming Wife, it would have been 
infinitely more te his- SatisfaRion, and he woutd 


hardly have given himſelf a Thought about it. 
Butto.compel.-him- into. ſuch Difficulties againſt 
his. Will, ſo. much to; his Detriment—Colours 
are wanting to ſet it out in its true Light. Tho® 
the Teftator-might be capable of ſubſcribing it, 
yet- there-are ſeveral Reaſons to believe he did 

7" Bod not 
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aornodiiſhinh the Will; unleſs' we ſuppoſe him 
peculiarly enlightened for that! Purpoſe z+for h& 
was known, long before, to have neither: Mg- 
mory, nor Judgment, ' It was-executed with'the 


Privity only of her own e—— *"_ were 


wholly under her-Influence. 

. One would be apt to. ſagipole there muſt havk 
been ſome Miſunderſtanding' between the Bro- 
thers, and. that Edward had \ given William 
lome Offence, . which ſhould” occafion' this int 


 jarious Will: So-far from-it,'that'if '7/iHljam 


had a Kindneſs and Aﬀettion | " any” Perſon, 
it certainly was for his Brother. OV 


The Wife had-a. young Woman” vith- her, 


called Sally Hebden, her Niece and God- 
Daughter, whom ſhe had taken into the Houſe 
_ for Company, and to be aſſiſting to her in the 
| Family. Concerning this Girl;*there were per- 
- petal Diſputes berween'them/!' The Huſband, 
thinking her an'unneceffary” Charge 'and Fn. 
cumbrance, - was for packing” her *away diretly 
to. her Friends in Suſſex, from whence ſhe came, 
The Wife applied to Edward,” who, to make 
Matters eafy, 'uſed his Intereft with his Brother 
to. retain, her., He told him,' the Girl (as in- 
deed he thought ſhe behaved "very well, with 
much Good-nature and” Modeſty) was of Ser 

vice and Comfort to his Wife; that her Keep- 


ing was but a Trifle in the Family ; and TY 
it was ſomewhat hard not to indulge her in ſo' 


{inal and reaſonable a Requeſt. Edwards Ars 
guments 


” 
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guments prevailed with his Brother, and ſhe 
continued there ſome: Years, T think to the Day 
| of his Death. - 
- But co. retury. - The Winter after the Will 
was made, which was 'Ofober 19, 1945, Ed- 
ward accidentally got ſome Untelligence of it; 
and ſhſpecting, by the private Manner in which 
it was franſacted, there might be ſome unfair 
Management, reſolved in the Summer to ride 
40 Haſlemere, and make fome Enquiry. When 
ke was there, having got a proper 'Opportonity, 
be aſked his Brother for the Will, 'who ſaid he 
"ſhould ſee it. The Wife, in whoſe Cuſtody it 
was, Way called for that purpoſe; who, at firſt, 
Aid it ſhould þe prodiiced, bur, afterwards, ab» 
ſolutely refuſed; Fearful, perhaps, left ſome- 
thing ſhould be explained to. her Huſband ta 
which he was a Stranger. However, ſhe afſured 
| Edward he was his Heir, and 'had no Injuſtice 
done him. The Huſband, accuſtomed to ſay 
after her, repeated the Expreflion—that he had 
no Injuſtice done him: From whence it is evi- 
dent he did not know the Contents of his own 
"Will ; nor was he capable of it. Can it be af- 
firmed, with Truth, that Edward had ng In- 
_ juſtice done him by fuch -a Will ? Thoſe wha 
are conſcious of-thcir own Sincerity, are not apt 
_ to ſuſpeRthat of others, till they ſuffer for their 
Candor by-Experience. 
Although there is no ſetting Bounds to a Vou 
s, racious Appetite, not. imagining -how far a 
| greedy 
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ere is a Proſpe&t of Impunity, yet I cat. EN 
hardly think ſhe would. have proceeded ſuch. a - 


Lengths, nay,. ſhe, would. have been at ſome. 
Loſs how to. have. contrived ſuch a Scheme, had: 
it not been for an Attorney. in, the Place, 'who,, 
with an autward Leer and an. 1diot Laugh, is: , 
acquainted. with all. the Subtleties. and: tricking: " 
| Part of. the Law, . and how.much Miſchief may "i 
be done under. the.Shelter of it 3: which, as in- | 
all other. T rades, requires ' no- great. Talents, 
and is a Knowlege much . eaſier, and more fres- 
+ quently attained, than that of an honeſt; Milf], 
and underſtanding Man 'in his, Buſineſs. This: 
Attorney Edward was related to, had an intimate: 
Friendſhip with, his Father and. Moſher: (who: 
had a fair- Charadter),. had always -treated: the 
; Attorney ; himſelf with. the utmoſt Civilicy,, and: 
was, really; ready;..to do hin all: the: Serviceain 
his Power. If-it be enquired: how' this Perſon 
came. to.. be.. inſtrumental. in framing a. Will: 
Er) prejudicial, to Edward': He had his Reaſons. 
In the firſt place, there is Pl Legacy left him-in 
"the. Will... In the next, the: reſiſtleſs Charms of 
Sally Hebden,. whom. we; mentioned before, had 
 ſo.entered and. inflamed. his Heart, that he could: 
- not think of living; without her. By his under-- 
I raking; and execnting this. Contrivance. of the: 
 Will,, he: thought: he- ſhould.cogage: the. In-/ 
. rereſt of the Aunt for the Match, and, .at' the: 
fame Cure, encreaſe Sally's Fortune, The Stra- 


ragem 
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tage ſucceeded. By this. double. Hanety, t | 
hear, the Girl is is brought. to. a: Surrender, and 
the Marriage is, in. a little time, to be coti-' 
cluded : And, I queſtion not, but O14 Haſte 
mere, which lies mighty convenient for. him, is 
' one of the matrimonial Articles... Whether this 
Conjefture prove true or not, there is. no doubt 
but her Dowry will be conſiderably. augmented 
by.it. When he was puſhed on by the World. 
and the Fleſh, it. is no wond--r. that the Ties of 
Kindred and Friendſhip, of H-— and J — 
were too, weak- to reſtrain him, _ 
Though no Notice was given to ed: at. 
the making of the Will, yet that a Ceremony, 
which ſignified nothing after all was ſecured, - 
might not be negleQed, ſhe ſent him Word of 
his Brother's Death, inviting him and. his Wife 
to the Funeral ; which was.a Compliment he 
would gladly have excuſed, and ſhe had better 
have omitted, as there was no Mourning given . 
them, or ſo much as a Ring or a Scarf provided _ 
for them. After the Funeral, the Will was: 
produced, and read before ſeveral Relations; 
at the Cloſe of which ſhe told Edward how de- 
firous. ſhe was to live in an amicable Corre-_ 
ſpondence with him : As much as to ſay, Bro- 
ther, you ſee I have deprived you of the | 
Eſtate, and done you all the Miſchief in my... 
Power, , and now let us be exceeding. good 
Friends, | 


4 ; 2 Thad 


yo 


7 
T had no other Deſign in this plain Narrative, . 
which is grown inſenfibly 'to a greater | Length | 
than was at firſt intended,” "than to ſet this, f-. | 
fair of the Will,” and' the Cohtrivers of it, in.as 
clear a Light as poffible ; and as I have related 
nothing but what I had a' certain Knowlege' of, 
ſo T am not conſcious that T have deviated i -* 
the leaſt from Truth 'in any Particular, ENTS 
"It would give me a particular Satisfa&tion if 
what I have here wfitten ſhould, in any mea- 
ſure, contribute to heſe two deſirable Ends: © 
Firſt, If *it ſhortd diſcourage others hereafter 
from Teſtamentary Frauds, to which they may 
be tempted by the Hopes of Concealment and 
Impunity : For though they ſhould contrive 
Matters ſo as to evade the Law, which may be 
calily ſuppoſed in aCaſe of this Nature, where 
Evidence is ſelefted at pleaſure, who ſhall be 
ready to depoſe according to DireCtion ;, yet it 
may be ſome Check upon them to find, by this, _ 
that their Iniquities may be brought to Light, _ 
and their Perſons expoſed to public Shame and 
Contempt ; eſpecially if they conſider likewiſe, 
that there is an All-ſeeing God, who is privy to 
all their fraudulent Deſigns, and will, hereafter, 
bring them into Judgment for them. 
Secondly, If it ſhould excite thoſe who were _ 
concerned in this unrighteous Will, to refle 29 


on the Injuries they have committed, and, by | 
that means, lead them to true Repentance : : 


Though it muſt be acknowleged, that there | 
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cn be no Repettance without Kelferion , and F 


Reftitution i Is ſo hard a Leſſons that very few 


People can be perſuaded to-learn-it The way 


to learn it is, ſeriouſly to conſider, that-a good 
Conſcience is/ a happier Treaſure than a great 


Eſtate” procured by F raud and Falſhood, and 
often to reflec on thoſe memorable and. affeAing 
Words of Job, What is-tbe Hope of a Hypecrite, 


though he hath gained, when God taketh away 


bis Soul? FD | Ye 


